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r (Once Amended) A tube or cigarette conveyor |or a do-it-yourself cigarette 

maker comprising: 

- a tube hopper for receiving a supply Af empty cigarette tubes, 

- a discharge device for a tube, which |s to be filled with a tobacco 
material, 

. a holder rr..rh.n\^m within .«id coiJv^evor [means for holding said 
tube during the filling operation], ^d 

- a cigarette hopper for receiving [tl|e] filled cigarettes, said discharge 
device being a lifting device whicli raises a tube fi:om below out of 
said tube hopper, wherein, said lifting device comprises a pusher, the 
top edge of which has a longitudinal recess. 



2. The tube or cigarette conveyor as set fo 
said tube hopper is arranged so that sai 




claim 1, wherein said pusher in 
inal recess, in the lowered 



condition, forms part of the bottom at the idwest point of said tt.be hopper 



3. (Once Amended) The tt.be or cigarette (inveyor as set forth in claim 1 [or 2], 
wherein said pusher is arranged at a straight wall of said h.be hopper, along which 
it is raised, deflectors being arranged at tl4 upper part of said wall, which are 
capable of returning all raised tt.bes back/into said tube hopper, except for the one 
located in said recess of said pusher. 



4. The tube or cigarette conveyor as sej 



forth in claim 3, wherein said deflectors 



comprise at 



least one, but preferably Jo, pivot clips oriented ttansversely to said 



poming to rest on said raised tube 
er raising, they slide past said tube 



longitudinal recess of said pusher and initially 
upon raising of said pusher, while, upon a furtj 

into slots in said pusher so that they are located underneath said tube and transport 
said filled cigarette into said cigarette hopper/upon lowering of said pusher. 

5. The tube or cigarette conveyor as set fortli in claim 4, wherein said clips are 
arranged on a common pivoting axis and arl pre-tensioned by means of a lever 
weight in the direction of rotation so that, j>on raising of said ttibe, their middle 
sections initially lightly press on said ttibej while their front sections deflect 
further tubes. 

6. (Once Amended) The ttibe or cigaretti conveyor as set forth in [any of the 
claims 1 to 5] claim K wherein said [meLfor holding said ttibe during said 
filling procedure] h.)^er mechmisrjMmis^s a recessed [surround] forming 
member which surrounds [th^Uai/tub^ or)igarette from above at least in part. 

7. (Once Amended) The tube or cigaritte conveyor as set forth in claim 6, 
wherein said longitudinal recess of s Jd pusher, in the raised condition, together 
with said recessed [surround] forminUember of said holder [means] mechanism ., 
substantially [completely] surroundi said ttibe during said filling procedure. 

8. (Once Amended) The ttibe or c/garette as set forth in claim 6 [or 7], wherein 
said holder [means] n^^rh^nism fiirther comprises sensors, in particular a 
photocell, which detects the pre/ence of a ttibe or cigarette or the empty condition 




# 



of said holder [means] mechMlsm 



9. (Once Amended) The tubi or cigarette conveyor as set forth in [any of the 
claims 1 to 8] claimi, whe^n said tube hopper and/or said cigarette hopper are 
configured as drawers^iXJi)ul^ at least the bottom of which is configured 
latticed, and preferablylT^vable catchment vessel for the tobacco material is 
provided below said tube rfopper and/or said cigarette hopper. 



10. (Once Amended) A tobacco rod jhaping [means] mechmiism, in particular for 
a do-it-yourself cigarette maker, con prising: 

a funnel-shaped tobacco material infeed section, 
a singling device for said tobacco material, and 
- a tobacco rod compression [means] mech^lism, said singling [means] 
device being a roller, Jartly surrounded by a housing, with a plucking 
[means] medMiism ^ Tanged at the circumference of said roller, in 
particular a plucking i oiler with plucking pins, by means of which 
said tobacco material is conveyed into said tobacco rod compression 
[means] mech^, Uerein a wall section is pivot-mounted [so that 
it can be pivoted out of the way of said roller from a secured working 
position in order to Jemove excess tobacco downwards, where it can 
preferably drop into a removable catchment means]. 

1 1 . (Once Amended) The tobaico rod shaping mechmusm [means] as set forth in 
claim 10, wherein said fimnel-ihaped infeed surface comprises at least one wall 




• 



section oriented radially to said roll* axis. 



12. (Once Amended) The tobacco id shaping mechanism [means] as set forth in 
claim 10 [or 1 1], wherein said tobacco rod compression [means] mechanism 

:h can be opened up and closed by at least one 
side, the travelling side part of sail chamber preferably being shifted by means of 
a cam from the opened position ino the closed position, in overcoming a spring 
preload, and the opening width of Ihe chamber is preferably settable by means of a 
positioner. 



13. (Once Amended) The tobacco 
[any of the claims 10 to 12] claim 



rod shaping [means] mechanism as set forth in 
10, wherein said wall sections, surrounding said 
ided with an anti-stick coating. 

rod shaping [means] mechanism as set forth in 
10, wherein said roller is [inserted] insertably 



tobacco rod to be shaped, are pro\ 

14. (Once Amended) The tobacco 
[any of the claims 10 to 13] dam. 
removable. 



15. (Once Amended) The tobacco rod shaping [means] mechanism as set forth in 
[any of the claims 10 to 14] cMsJO, wherein said plucking roller is made of a 
material resistant to corrosion, |or example aluminum, preferably with an AlO^ 
surface finish. 
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16. A tobacco rod conveyor for a do-it-yourselflfcigarette maker comprising a 
tappet, for shuttling in and out of a chamber coLining a tobacco plug, wherein 
said tappet comprises an outer tube, in which A guide rod runs, said guide rod 
comprising at its front end an insertion aid fjr said tobacco rod. 

17. The tobacco rod conveyor as set forth In claim 16, wherein said guide rod 
comprises at its rear end an appendage, b/ which it can be withdrawn in 



overcoming the pressure of a spring pro\ 



ided in said outer tube, said insertion aid 



for said tobacco material thereby entering said outer tube. 

18. (Once Amended) The tobacco rodcjy^yox as set forth in claim 16 [or 17], 
wherein said insertion aid ^^.suh^^m^ the length of said tobacco rod and is 
shaped so as to assist pushingl^ai^ tob^co rod only in the conveying direction, 
and is configured [, for example:]f^thed blade, a shingled scoop or spiral 
guide. 

19. (Once Amended) The tobac/o rod conveyor as set forth in claim 16 [to 18], 
wherein said tappet is shifted t/ack and forth at its rear end by means of an 
eccentric drive, preferably a Lport engaging with said eccentric drive, in 
particular a retaining lever, /olds said outer tube in position upon removal of said 
guide rod after conveyancefof said tobacco rod. 

20 A tube aligning devil, especially as provided for a do-it-yourself cigarette 
maker, comprising a rec/iving element for said tube consisting of a circular gap 




# 



between a housing and a mandrel secured in said hUsing, wherein said circular 
gap comprises substantially the axial .length of a igarette tube and at the insertion 
end a device is provided with which said circuJ gap can be constricted. 

21. (Once Amended) The tube aUgning devicJas set forth in claim 20, wherein 
said constricting device comprises a clampini screw [,] for screwmg to said 
insertion end [,] as well as collets [,] arrangei between mandrel and housing , said 
gap between said collets and said mandrel l^ing constricted by turning said 
clamping screw. 

22. (Once Amended) The tube aligning dUce as set forth in claim [19 or 20] 21, 
wherein, in the region of said collets, aX^ may be provided around said 
mandrel, at which preferably an adap//fS??>rranged for fixing and centering. 



23. (Once Amended) A do-it-yourselt cigarette maker comprising: [one or more of 
the following component assemblies:] 

tube or cigarette coriveyor [as set forth in claims 1 to 9]; 
tobacco rod shapiii means [as set forth in claims 10 to 15]; 
tobacco rod convdyor [as set forth in claims 16 to 19]; 
tube aligning de/ice [as set forth in claims 20 to 22]. 
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24. (Once Amended) The do/it-yourself cigarette maker as set forth in claim 23 [or 
24, wherein said] having a Lpet [of] in said tobacco rod conveyor, [said] a 
tobacco compression chan/ber [of] in said tobacco rod shaping means, and [said] a 



